Aims-To evaluate the adequacy of documentation of blood culture results in patients' medical notes. Methods-A pro-forma was completed following review of medical notes at 24 and 48 hours after a blood culture had been reported as positive. The study was performed on 
Methods
The study was performed on blood cultures received at the Department of Medical Microbiology at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, from two local hospitals. The normal procedure at this laboratory is that if there is either a positive Gram film or subculture from a blood culture, a member of the medical microbiological staff contacts the clinical team caring for the patient to communicate the result and discuss the interpretation and management of the patient.
Documentation was studied over two periods: (A) May to June 1993 and (B) September to October 1993. For each positive result, a pro-forma (table 1) was completed. The isolate reported, the method of communication, and the clinician contacted were recorded. After discussion, the clinical significance was determined according to the clinical status of the patient, the number of bottles in a set showing growth, the period of time before growth was manifest, previous microbiological results, and the nature of the present result. Any antibiotic or other advice was also recorded. On the following day, a review of patients' medical notes was performed (day 1 review). Further information on the isolate was given to the clinicians, and this was recorded. On the third day, a review of the day 2 information was completed.
Communication of results, review of notes and completion of the pro-forma was performed, whenever possible, by the same microbiologist. 
